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Minutes of a Meeting of Full Council 
 

14 November 2019, Council Chamber, Emersons Green Town Council 
 
 

Present: Councillors: S Budd (Chairman), J Adams, S Al-Hassan, S Bassett, P Maytham, S Hill, 
J Hunt, C Johnson, R Nichols, D Somers, P Todd, C Wilkins  

 
Attendees:  Kath MacConnachie (Clerk)  
  
 The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and advised of the evacuation procedure.  
 
 
088. Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors J Sweeney, M Palmer, P Morgan and 
R Hunt 

 
089.  Declarations of interest under the Localism Act 2011 

 
   No interests were declared at this time. 

 
090. Public Participation 
  

The meeting was attended by a member of the public (PK), who addressed members 
concerning traffic and speeding in the Willowherb Road area of Lyde Green. He explained that 
the it was routinely being used as a rat run, particularly by DPD and ALD drivers, and by those 
visiting the retail park.  

 
PK noted that the roads were unadopted, and that residents did not wish them to be adopted 
by South Gloucestershire Council until the issues were resolved.  
 
Councillor Somers enquired as to whether community speed watch was in operation. PK 
confirmed that this was in the process of being set up. PK explained that residents had been 
working with the police and that the camera van had visited 8 times, issuing 35 tickets. The 
PCSO had issued 4 tickets in a half hour period and counted a total of 217 vehicles passing. It 
was noted that such deterrents did not appear to be yielding results.  
 
It was reported that there had been numerous near misses, one of which was reported in the 
press last year.  
 
Councillor Nichols asked PK what proposals there were for improving matters. PK reported that 
the Green Square Consortium had undertaken to renew the inadequate speed tables, but to 
date had only replaced one; increasing the gradient by 12%, which was still considered 
inadequate. They had also increased the road markings to make the roads appear narrower, to 
slow traffic, but this had been ineffective.  
 
PK reported that there were other ideas circulating, such as the proposed pedestrianisation of 
the space in front of school and community centre. He explained that by effectively splitting the 
estate, it would kill the rat run and subsequently the speed limits. 
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PK said that residents were looking for a ‘stronger voice’ to take on South Gloucestershire 
Council, and were looking for support from the Town Council to this end. 
 
Councillor Adams noted that this was an ongoing issue, and that she, and others, had met with 
the relevant South Gloucestershire Officer some weeks ago. Councillor Adams noted that we 
were now in purdah, but that she would revisit the matter with the Council Officer when this 
came to an end. Councillor Budd suggested that the Town Council could also write to the 
South Gloucestershire Council and, to this end, asked PK to summarise the particular items 
residents would like to see raised in writing. 
 
PK added that traffic had been far heavier than expected and that, subsequently, roads were 
already showing signs of wear. He also suggested that buses were running far too regularly 
around the estate, with only a few people on them.  
 
PK undertook to provide key points for resolution to the Town Council, and it was Resolved 
that the Town Council would write to South Gloucestershire Council.  

Action: Town Clerk 
 

PK left the meeting at 7.12pm. 
    
091. To approve the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 10 October 2019 
 
 It was Resolved that the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as an accurate 
 record of the meeting of the meeting held on 10 October 2019. 
 
092. Outstanding Items from these Minutes 
 

It was confirmed that all outstanding actions had been completed or were on the agenda for 
this meeting. 

 
093.  Correspondence and Actions Required 

 

• South Gloucestershire had provided details of their consultation on its proposed annual 
budget for 2020/21. The consultation would close on 5 January. This information had 
been emailed to Town Councillors on 15 October and was available on the South 
Gloucestershire Council website. 
 

• South Gloucestershire had forwarded the Town Council a request from Lyde Green 
Primary School to continue their forest school activities at Leap Valley Woods. Details 
of location and dates were included on their correspondence. Agreed 

 

• The Town Council had received communication from PCSO Katrina Sheldrake, giving 
notice that she would be leaving her post on 4 December 2019. In her letter she asked 
that her best regards be passed on to all Town Councillors. The Council wished to 
thank Katrina for all her help and wished her well. 

 
094. Traffic issues with Town Council boundary 
 

Councillor Budd reported that a resident had raised an issue concerning the crossroads on 
Emersons Green Lane and Guest Avenue. He said there had been reports of around five 
accidents there in the last four/five years, and that he had witnessed a near miss himself. He 
suggested that whilst there was a ‘give way’ sign, drivers needed to stop due to poor visibility. 
Delivery drivers, in particular, had been seen speeding down there and failing to slow down at 
the crossing. It was Resolved that the Council would write to South Gloucestershire Council 
requesting replacement of the existing ‘give way’ sign with a ‘stop’ sign. 

Action: Town Clerk 
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095. Finance Committee Update 
  

Councillor Nichols reported on the Finance Committee meeting of 25 September: 
 

• Statements and reconciliations had been reviewed for accuracy and the I&E report was 
presented by the former Town Clerk. Concern had been expressed regarding the 
forecast underspend, and it was noted that there was a need to commit funding in order 
to protect precept payments for future years.  

 

• The Committee reviewed four quotes for shutter maintenance, and agreed to relocate 
the emergency override control, at a cost of £295.  

 

• It was noted that South Gloucestershire Bus and Coach had been taken over by 
Stagecoach West. Councillor Hill clarified that this expenditure related to a subsidised 
bus route used by Town Council residents. She explained that Downend and Bromley 
Heath Parish Council paid the majority of the cost, but some of the route covered 
Emersons Green Town Council area.  
 

• Councillor Budd asked Town Councillors to give thought to new initiatives for Town 
Council support in the New Year. Councillor Al-Hassan noted that Lyde Green 
Community Association were expected to apply for a grant for solar panels, as utility 
bills had transpired to be far higher than expected. 

 
096. Open Spaces Committee Update 
  

Councillor Somers thanked all those who attended the successful Allotment Evening on 17 
October.  
 
Councillor Somers reported on the Open Spaces Committee meeting of 5 November, the 
minutes of which had been circulated: 
 

• There had been a request for some litter/dog bins at Lyde Green common. Two may be 
required and Lyde Green Outdoor Spaces Group were asked to apply for the funding and 
recommend locations.  
 

• It was noted that a contractor had been instructed to replace two footpath steps on 
Rodway Common. 

 

• The Assistant Clerk had obtained two quotes for seeding Emersons Green common with 
wildflowers, with the aim of proceeding in the Spring. South Gloucestershire Biodiversity 
Officer had recommended appropriate areas to designate as wildflower ‘hot-spots’. The 
Committee would reconsider this once the effectiveness of the Emersons Green Common 
seeding had been ascertained.  

 

• The Committee had agreed that number of verge cuts would remain as is, but that they 
would try to designate areas within the middle of the commons to remain uncut. 
Councillors would peg out such areas, and display signage to explain the initiative to 
residents. 

 

• The beekeeper had advised against locating hives in a public space, but considered that 
the allotments could offer a suitable location. It was noted that this could not be located to 
close to Resound. 

 

• Committee members had inspected footpaths and considered the ongoing maintenance 
options. It was noted that the Committee had agreed to continue with the Brandon Trust, 
whose quote was highly competitive. Quotes for a three-year period was being sought.  
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• Councillor Somers reported that the legionella assessment had been carried out and 
highlighted several areas for action. He particularly noted that the standpipe on the 
common would require flushing before each use, although his was only used once a year. 
A quote had been accepted to carry out £425 worth of remedial work to clean up the 
troughs and lag pipes. This was to be completed before the water supply is switched back 
on month. Councillor Nichols suggested signage warning people of the risks. Councillor 
Somers suggested it may be worth considering the provision of a drinking water tap. There 
was concern expressed at the meeting that allotment holders may be tempted to connect 
hoses to it. It was agreed that this was a matter for the Open Spaces Committee 
discussion. 

 

• Councillor Somers reported that that South Gloucestershire had offered some trees, which 
the Committee were considering for the entrance to Black Horse Road, along with 
wildflowers. 

 

• The Committee had agreed to extend the rental of the toilet. 
 
097. Planning Committee Update 
   

Councillor Somers delivered an update from the Planning Committee: 
 

• There had been no major applications for consideration, mainly small house 
extensions.  
 

• An email had been received concerning the widening of Lyde Green Lane, on far side 
Lyde Green Farm, opposite the common the entrance to new site. This had not yet 
been considered by the Committee. 

 

• An objection had been raised to the proposed location of the access to the new estate 
of 128 houses. Cosgrove Hill was noted to be particularly narrow. 

 
There was some discussion around road layouts around Lyde Green. It was agreed that this 
would be discussed at next planning mtg. 

Action: Town Clerk 
 
Councillor Al Hassan spoke regarding the proposed retail development site in Lyde Green, 
which had failed to sell. He reported that the size of the plot had been reduced from 500sqm 
(two units), to 200sqm, which differed from the master plan. He expressed concern regarding 
rumours suggesting this may be to limit the sale potential allowing for the developer to propose 
additional housing in its place.  
 
Councillor Hunt asked if planning permission was outline or full, noting that full planning could 
override the conditions of outline planning permission. Councillor Al Hassan was unsure, but it 
was noted that nothing had been raised through the Planning Committee.  
 
It was considered that the rumours were speculative and unlikely. 

 
098. Events Committee Update 
 

Councillor Budd noted that the meeting did not take place as they were not quorate and that 
the next meeting would take place on 9 January. Councillor Hunt had not received notification 
of the meeting, which the Clerk undertook to investigate. 

Action: Town Clerk 
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There had been an information discussion concerning the Christmas Party on 7 December at 
Emersons Green Village Hall. Councillor Budd asked volunteer Councillors to help run the 
event on the day. Councillors Al-Hassan, Bassett, Hunt, Adams, Johnson and Hill volunteered. 

 Action: Town Councillors 
 
Councillor Hunt undertook to enquire as to whether his father-in-law would be willing to act as 
Santa once again. 

 Action: Councillor Hunt 
 
Councillor Budd noted that the event would be ticketed via Eventbrite. The same entertainment 
as the previous year had been booked. 

 
099. Items from Members to Report  
 

DPD vans: Councillor Hill raised the issue of speeding DPD vans, particularly at the 
Kendleshire junction of the Badminton Road, a renowned accident blackspot. Councillor Hill 
noted that the drivers were using Coalsack Lane as a as cut through. Councillor Al-Hassan 
reminded those present that the original Business Case provided by DPD for the depot 
suggested that they would use another route. It was Resolved that the Council would raise this 
with South Gloucestershire Council. 

Action: Town Clerk 
 
Coleford Innovation Lab: Councillors Nichols and Budd had visited the Innovation Lab at 
Coleford Library. Councillor Budd explained that this was provided in partnership with 
technology partners. Councillor Budd explained that it was a similar provision to the Youth Hub 
the Town Council were looking to create. The Innovation Lab was said to have a similar feel to 
‘We The Curious’. It was noted that the University of Bath Advanced Automotive Propulsion 
Systems R&D facility had an expressed interest in engaging with community initiatives, so the 
Youth Hub may be of interest to them. The Coleford Innovation Lab hosted visits from schools 
during the day, which would hopefully be the kind of thing that could be offered by the Youth 
Hub in time. 

  
100. Next Meeting: 12 December at 19.00 at Emersons Green Village Hall. Councillor Budd 

reminded Councillors to enter their car registration details on arrival, to avoid a fine. Councillors 
Bassett, Wilkins and Councillor Maytham (formerly Gibbs) gave advance apologies. 

 
 
 The Chairman closed the meeting at 19:48. 
 
 
 


