
 

 
Full council Meeting 22nd July 2021 

 
Proposal from Councillor Sunderland to increase the Tree Planting Budget  

by £3550, from £1,750 to £5,300 
 

Reason for asking for a budget increase 
 
Open Spaces Committee will consider a proposal for Tree Planting at the meeting next week on the 27th of 
July.  The planting scheme needs an increase in the Tree Planting Budget which requires Full Council approval. 
However, the next Full Council Meeting after Open spaces Committee is not until the 9th of September, and 
the trees should be ordered before then for planting this autumn. 
 
It is therefore proposed that Full Council approve the budget increase at this meeting, to allow Open Spaces to 
agree the detailed plan next week in good time to order trees. 
 
Brief outline of the planting scheme 
 
The planting scheme to be considered is ten large trees on Rodway Common forming an avenue either side to 
the walkway running across the common from the northeast corner. 
 
The estimated costs are as follows: 
 

 £ 

Average Cost of Large Tree 180 

Protection for the tree 50 

Planting 70 

Watering over 20 weeks 200 

Total cost per tree 500 

Cost of 10 trees 5,000 

 
Benefits to the Community and EGTC of the planting scheme 
 

• Trees will look beautiful and impressive 

• Part of our commitment to addressing the climate emergency 

• Provide shady places in hotter summers 

• We could decide to make them part of the Queen’s Green Canopy to celebrate the Queen’s 70th 
Jubilee 

  
Budget implications (provided by RFO) 
The approved budget for 2021/22 includes £1,750 under the tree planting budget codes (260/4352). There 
are plans to replace a tree planted on Rodway which has not grown properly, and this should cost under 
£300. A budget increase (overspend) of £3,550 would give a total budget for 2020/21 of £5,300 to cover 
both the Blackhorse and proposed Rodway Common tree planting. 
 
The approved 2021/22 budget indicates a bottom-line transfer to reserves of £30,239. The implication of 
approving this overspend would reduce this to £26,689, although it is possible that this will be offset at year-
end by underspend on another budget line (potentially grants funding). 


